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Books for 9–12s
Keep reading together to help your child make the jump to 
reading solo

Taking Action • Changing Lives

Hopeless heroes – everyone loves an underdog 
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Jeff Kinney
Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid

Rick Riordan
Percy Jackson and 
the Lightning Thief

Liz Pichon
The Brilliant World 
of Tom Gates

Henry Winkler & 
Lin Oliver
Hank Zipzer

Cressida Cowell
How to Train Your 
Dragon

Rachel Renee 
Russell
Dork Diaries
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“ Don’t worry about 
whether a book is ‘meant for you’ 
or not – try it and find out!”
Andy Stanton

Books for 9–12s with specific dyslexia-friendly features
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Big authors, big ideas – and brilliant pictures too

Michael Morpurgo
Fox Friend

Anne Fine
How Brave Is That?

Tom Palmer
Secret FC
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Chris Riddell
Goth Girl and the 
Ghost of a Mouse

David Walliams
Gangsta Granny
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Frank Cottrell-Boyce
The Unforgotten Coat
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Books for Teens
There’s never been a better time for teen and young adult fiction

Taking Action • Changing Lives

Horror and dystopia: brainy thrill rides

Tearjerkers – because everyone loves a good cry

A dyslexic hero 
to inspire
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R. J. Palacio
Wonder
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John Green
The Fault in Our 
Stars
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Sally Gardner
Maggot Moon
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Malorie Blackman
Noughts & Crosses
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Darren Shan
Cirque Du Freak

Charlie Higson
The Enemy
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Robert Muchamore
The Recruit

“ There are books about a thousand things in every 
library and bookshop. Have a look. Ask the librarian. And, 
when you find it, enjoy it.”
Tom Palmer

Books for Teens with specific dyslexia-friendly features
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Anthony McGowan
Brock

Chris Bradford
Gamer

Sally Nicholls
Shadow Girl

Explosive action to get the heart pumping
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Anthony Horowitz
Stormbreaker
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Sophie McKenzie
Girl, Missing



Books for all
Non-fiction books to satisfy a hunger for knowledge

Taking Action • Changing Lives

Find out more about dyslexia and how Dyslexia 

Action can help at www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk

Special thanks is due to KPMG, for their partial funding of this guide. 

The information in this leaflet was correct at the time of print (October, 2014)

Registered Office: Dyslexia Action House, 10 High Street, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9EA. Dyslexia Action is the working name 
for Dyslexia Institute Limited, a charity registered in England and Wales (No. 268502) and  
Scotland (No. SC039177) and registered in England and Wales as a company (No. 01179975).
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Josephine Poole & 
Angela Barrett
Anne Frank
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School Spelling 
Dictionary
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2.
99 Quentin Blake & 

John Cassidy
Drawing for 
the Artistically 
Undiscovered

Steve Backshall
Deadly Factbook: 
Mammals
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